
 

 

Bilingual and English as a Second Language Programs 

Summary, 2015–2016  

Executive Summary  

The purpose of this report is to provide information on the bilingual education (BE) 

and English as a second language (ESL) programs implemented in the Austin 

Independent School District (AISD) during the 2015–2016 school year. This docu-

ment summarizes the programs implemented, students served, and their language 

acquisition and academic performance, as well as changes planned for the 2016–

2017 school year. 

By the end of the 2015–2016 school year, AISD had enrolled 23,072 English lan-

guage learners (ELLs), representing approximately 28% of the AISD student popu-

lation. ELLs’ most common home language was Spanish (90%). AISD’s immigrant 

students represented nearly 4% of the entire AISD student population and 15% of 

ELLs. AISD refugee students represented 1% of the entire AISD student population 

and 4% of ELLs.  

The majority of ELLs were enrolled at the elementary school level, and half of these 

students were served in the bilingual one-way dual language (DL) program. AISD 

also  provided two-way DL program support to ELLs and English native speakers 

(non-ELLs) at elementary schools, and for the first time in 2015–2016, DL was at 

three middle schools. In addition, AISD also offered the transitional late-exit 

program and the ESL program to ELLs.  

ELLs were assessed in English language proficiency on the state-required Texas 

English Language Proficiency Assessment System (TELPAS). From 3rd grade on, the 

majority of ELLs at each grade level received ratings of advanced or advanced high, 

which is consistent with ELLs across Texas acquiring more English as they continue 

in school.  

In addition, ELLs were assessed in academic subject areas on state-required assess-

ments, such as the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) and 

End-of-Course (EOC) exams. When compared with ELLs across the state, AISD 

ELLs had higher passing rates on many STAAR assessments. Elementary and 

middle school AISD ELLs’ performance on STAAR assessments improved from 2015 

to 2016, yet STAAR performance across BE/ESL programs was mixed, with ELLs in 

some grade levels and programs having higher passing rates than others, depend-

ing on the subject. Differences across programs were not statistically significant. 

Similarly, AISD ELLs’ performance on the EOC assessments improved from 2015 to 

2016, and across subject areas. AISD ELLs met the EOC standards at a higher rate 

than did ELLs across the state. Lastly, AISD ELLs who had exited program service 
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and were being monitored had high STAAR and EOC passing rates in all subject areas, showing their continued 

academic success after having been served by these programs in earlier years.  

During 2015–2016, AISD staff met to discuss DL redesign options to begin in the 2016–2017 school year. Schools 

will be allowed to implement one of three campus-chosen DL model options at the elementary school level. 

Continuous staff development sessions and campus-based support from bilingual specialists will be offered to 

these schools. In addition, staff and community input on DL redesign will be obtained in 2016–2017 through the 

continuation of a bilingual innovation design team that will provide recommendations for program improvement.  
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