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Introduction
Each school year, Austin Independent School District (AISD) assesses the 5th-grade
students enrolled in Two-Way Dual-Language (2-way DL) Program. Previous reports only
assessed native English-speaking students, but this year’s report includes both non-native
English-speakers, or English learners (ELs), as well as native English-speakers (non-ELs).
This report covers the performance of these students on the STAMP 4Se, a test measuring
Spanish-language proficiency.
The test was administered from December 2019 through February 2020 to 450 2-way DL
5th-graders at 15 elementary schools (Allison, Becker, Blanton, Blazier, Casey, Dawson,
Galindo, Manchaca, Maplewood, Perez, Pickle, Ridgetop, Sunset Valley, Travis Heights and
Wooten). STAMP 4Se is composed of four domains:
•

Interpretive reading, which consists of a series of dialogues and monologues in Spanish, followed by a question phrased in Spanish

•

Reading comprehension, which consists of passages designed to mimic authentic
reading tasks (e.g., reading signs, journal entries, or classroom materials), followed by a
question that evaluates the students’ ability to scan passages for the main topic as well
as to extract detailed information

•

Presentational writing, which consists of two short tasks that are presented to the
students aurally in English and are designed to test the students’ ability to express
themselves in written Spanish

•

Presentational speaking, which also consists of two tasks presented aurally in English
that are designed to test the students’ ability to express themselves in spoken Spanish

Results
Overall, 449 5th-grade 2-way DL students completed the STAMP 4Se during the 2019–2020
school year. Students’ performance is scored on a scale of 1–6+ with scores between 1–3 in
the novice range and 4–6+ in the intermediate range.
On the reading component, ELs scored an average of 4.76 (intermediate-mid range) while
non-ELs scored an average of 3.68 (novice-high range). For the writing component, both ELs
and non-ELs scored within the novice-high range, with an average of 3.73 and 3.21, respectively. On the listening component, ELs scored an average of 5.46 (intermediate-high range)
while non-ELs scored an average of 4.04 (intermediate-low range). Lastly, for the speaking
component, both ELs and non-ELs scored within the novice-high range, with an average of
3.71 and 3.30, respectively (Figures 1–4).
In comparison, in 2017–2018, the STAMP 4Se national average for 5th graders in Spanish
immersion programs (predominantly 50/50 2-way DL) was 4 in reading, 4.4 in listening, and
3.7 in writing and speaking. Last year’s national averages were not available for comparison.

The majority of AISD students performed at the intermediate or higher proficiency level
(score of 4+) in the reading and listening domains of STAMP 4Se, 56% and 60%, respectively. Comparatively, the results for writing and speaking show that 38% and 34% of students
performed at the intermediate or higher proficiency level, respectively.
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Figure 1.

STAMP 4se is a computer
adaptive test designed for
children in grades 2 through
6. Computer adaptive tests
allow for shorter tests
because the items selected
for each student are based
on their responses to the
previous items, thereby
creating a test tailored to
each test taker’s ability.
Test items are situated
within the context of daily
school life, and characters
mentioned in the test items
are attending a fictitious
elementary school in the
United states.
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Principal/specialist meeting

4.6

4.1

Explicit instruction

5

3.8

Peace areas/peace path

4.8

3.9

SEL integration

5

3.6

SEL facilitator/specialist meeting

4.6

3.6

Collaborative visits

4.2

2.6

SEL professional development/
training

4

3.4

Community Engagement

3.9

3.8

3.6

3.2

Source. AISD STAMP assessment records, 2019 –2020 school year
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Principal/specialist meeting

5.6

3.5

Explicit instruction

4.4

3.8

Peace areas/peace path

3.5

2.8

SEL integration

3

3.6

SEL facilitator/specialist meeting

4.1

3.5

4.6

3

5.2

4.2

Collaborative
Source. AISD STAMP assessment records, 2019 –2020
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SEL professional development/
training

Community Engagement
5.8
4
Fifth Grade, 2-Way Dual Language Program
Students’ Performance
on the Speaking
CompoSteering committee
3.5
4
nent of STAMP 4Se, 2020
Principal communication about SEL
2.8
2.1

STAMP 4Se is designed to
give a general snapshot of
proficiency, with a fairly
limited number of items
(i.e., approximately 30
multiple-choice reading
and listening items each,
two writing prompts, and
two speaking prompts).
This allows the test to be
used as a dynamic tool to
inform teachers, parents,
and administrators about
students’ language learning
progress. However, as with
any test, STAMP 4Se scores
should be considered as
one piece of evidence of a
child’s proficiency. In addition, it should be noted that
students, especially young
ones, can perform differently on different days, due
to a variety of factors. More
information about STAMP
4Se can be obtained at
www.avantassessment.
com.
An interpretation guide
describing a typical student
at each proficiency level is
provided in the appendix.

Source. AISD STAMP assessment records, 2019 –2020 school year

Conclusion
On average, AISD’s 5th-grade DL students scored in the novice-high range or higher for each component of the STAMP
4Se test in the 2019–2020 school year. Currently, the unofficial target set for AISD’s 5th grade DL students is the intermediate range. Specifically, the components of reading and listening had the highest scores by students, with more
than half of non-ELs and about 90% of ELs scoring in the intermediate ranges. Comparatively, students’ scores on the
writing and speaking components were in the novice-high range on average, which is one step below intermediate.
The reading and listening components are considered the receptive abilities by language proficiency experts, and
language learners usually attain these abilities before the productive abilities of writing and speaking (Bloom, 1974).
Hence, it is understandable that students scored lower on the productive abilities of writing and speaking—a trend
also mimicked in the STAMP 4Se national averages. Interestingly, the ELs appeared to outperform or score similarly to
the STAMP 4Se national averages, while non-ELs fell short of the national averages. Again, the national average scores
were created from data collected in Spanish-immersion classrooms; thus, they likely contained both ELs and non-ELs.
For more information on how the national sample was created, see https://avantassessment.com/avant-stamp-annual-averages-2017-2018.
Last year’s STAMP report included non-ELs only in its analysis. In comparison with those scores, non-ELs this year
perfomed the same on the reading and listening components and slightly higher on the writing and speaking components. Last year’s scores can be viewed in Fifth-Grade Native English Speakers’ Performance on the Spanish-Language
Proficiency Assessment, STAMP 4Se.
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Appendix
The Avant STAMP 4Se Scoring Rubric

Category

Model SEL Schools

Non-model SEL Schools

Category

Model SEL Schools

Non-model SEL Schools

Principal/specialist meeting

4.6

4.1

Principal/specialist meeting

5.6

3.5

Explicit instruction

5

3.8

Explicit instruction

4.4

3.8

Peace areas/peace path

4.8

3.9

Peace areas/peace path

3.5

2.8

SEL integration

5

3.6

SEL integration

3

3.6

SEL facilitator/specialist meeting

4.6

3.6

SEL facilitator/specialist meeting

4.1

3.5

Collaborative visits

4.2

2.6

Collaborative visits

4.6

3

SEL professional development/
training

4

3.4

SEL professional development/
training

5.2

4.2

Community Engagement

3.9

3.8

Community Engagement

5.8

4

Steering committee

3.6

3.2

Steering committee

3.5

4

3.4

Principal communication about SEL

2.8

2.1

Principal communication about SEL

4.4

Source. AVANT STAMP 4Se website updated Oct. 2019, https://avantassessment.com/stamp4Se/benchmarks-rubric-guide
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