
Outdoor Learning, Austin TX



Anne Muller

Austin ISD Outdoor 
Learning Specialist

anne.muller@austinisd.org

mailto:anne.muller@austinisd.org


We believe that children who learn and play in nature are 
healthier, happier and smarter!



https://www.childrenandnature.org/resources/type/infographics/
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Cities Connecting Children to Nature
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AISD Sustainability Plan: Nature
Goals

• Embed nature into district 
policies and procedures

• Infrastructure: Support access 
to nature

• Activation: Increase student 
time in nature

• Sustainable land management 
and carbon sequestration

The intent of the Nature Action Area is to 
provide the Austin ISD community with 

nature-based learning benefits, 
opportunities, and experiences; enhance 
resilient ecosystem services on Austin ISD 

property; improve social, emotional, 
health, and academic outcomes for 

students; and nurture an appreciation for 
the environment in the next generation of 

environmental stewards.



Outdoor Learning
•Outdoor classroom
•Nature loop trail
•Green stormwater 
infrastructure & cisterns
•Wildlife habitat
•Trees
•Vegetable & pollinator 
gardens
•Nature play areas
•Community artwork



Curriculum Connections



2019-2020



Outdoor Learning and COVID-19
Austin:

• Austin Public Health

Austin ISD: 

• Professional Learning
• District Reopening Plan
• Identifying School Need
• Outdoor Learning 

Environments Checklist

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-wPt16BVQlGY0qMnBOPE9ynZIgRDT1mC/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hUs4olH8jNs-T12-NRt1qLUbxO5Mx03LjLFcF_Lgwy8/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CDejCqXF_cH0vHB5xl4vwwUzS4tTjxwv/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CDejCqXF_cH0vHB5xl4vwwUzS4tTjxwv/view?usp=sharing


COVID-19 Response

• District tree removals
– Mulch and stumps

• Austin Parks 
Foundation outdoor 
classroom support

• Austin ISD limestone 
blocks- 29 campuses



https://www.kxan.com/news/education/less-stressful-some-teachers-at-mccallum-high-school-taking-classroom-outside/


Outdoor Learning Features Mapping

19

• Habitat Garden
• Vegetable Garden
• Livestock
• Ponds
• Rain Garden
• Rainwater Collection
• Outdoor Classroom
• Solar

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/1/viewer?hl=en&mid=1QU1H5iR8KMMxnu1e4eav6Jn8kOez9B5J&ll=30.224414565774268%2C-97.7376139349182&z=19


Off Campus Green Spaces

Walking field trip 
approval!

https://austin.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=c425a9875c1342bba1783207d082d578&extent=-97.7554,30.2576,-97.6882,30.2978


Green Campus Principal Cohort



AISD Outdoor Learning Case Study
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