
GRADE 6
IDENTITY



TODAYõS OBJECTIVE

ÅDifferentiate between gender identity, gender expression, 

and sexual orientation.

ÅCommunicate respectfully about and with people of all 

gender identities, gender expressions, and sexual 

orientations.

ÅRecognize injustices and plan ways to denounce inequality.



TEACHER NOTES: CREATING A SAFE 
SPACE

ÅEstimated Time: 5-10 minutes

ÅActivate Prior Knowledge/Engage

1. Begin lesson by establishing ground rules conducive towards a òsaferó space. 

2. Due to the sensitive nature of these topics, remind students to avoid speaking 

about experiences of their fellow classmates.

3. Let students suggest rules or limits of their own for the class to be mindful of 

throughout the discussion.



CREATING A SAFE SPACE

What are some ground rules we can agree upon to 

make this a safe space to talk about a sensitive 

topic?



TEACHER NOTES: WHAT IS A 
STEREOTYPE?

ÅEstimated Time: 10 minutes

ÅELL & SpEd Strategy:  Visual Prompt

1. Refer to the Every Body graphic to define gender identity.

2. Ask students what a stereotype is. If needed, provide the definition, òan 

assumption about a person based on how they look or how they act.ó

3. Explain that assumptions based on gender and sexuality can seem normal or 

harmless; however, assumptions can hurt people by making them feel left out 

or abnormal.



TEACHER NOTES: WHAT IS A 
STEREOTYPE? (CONT.)

4. Divide students into groups of 4 or 5. Ask students to use the markers and 

poster board to create a list of stereotypes related to gender identity. Prompt 

students by asking: òWhat are some assumptions and expectations about boys 

and girls? For example, things they can and cannot do (e.g. girls cannot play 

sports, boys cannot wear dresses, etc.)

5. After the brainstorming session, ask groups to present their brainstorms. 

Write down the main ideas or reoccurring stereotypes.

6. Ask students to reflect on how these stereotypes are limiting, harmful, and 

untrue.

7. Once every group has presented, explain how many of the stereotypes that 

are brainstormed are examples of different types of discrimination related to 

gender identity and expression (See slides 8-10 for talking points). Reference 

the Every Body graphic to define Gender Expression, as needed.



TEACHER NOTES: WHAT IS A 
STEREOTYPE? (CONT.)



TEACHER NOTES: WHAT IS A 
STEREOTYPE? (CONT.)



TEACHER NOTES: WHAT IS A 
STEREOTYPE? (CONT.)





WHAT IS A STEREOTYPE?

An assumption about a person 

based on how they look or how 

they act.



ASSUMPTIONS

Assumptions can feel normal 

or harmless.

Assumptions can hurt 

people by making them 

feelé

Left out

Abnormal



WHAT ARE SOME ASSUMPTIONS AND 
EXPECTATIONS ABOUT BOYS AND GIRLS?

Girls cannot 

play sports!

Boys cannot 

wear dresses!



WHAT ARE SOME ASSUMPTIONS AND 
EXPECTATIONS ABOUT BOYS AND GIRLS?

ÅIn groups of 4-5, create a list of stereotypes related to 

gender identity.

ÅBe prepared to share out to the group.



GROUP SHARE OUT 
GENDER IDENTITY STEREOTYPES




