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Charter Schools and the Census

 DAC received an overview of charter 

schools from TEA representatives in 

February 2017

 This presentation not about the nature of 

charters, rather a current inventory of 

charters in and near AISD

 You’ll see connections between the charter 

school data and the Census data



CHARTER SCHOOLS

 In 2016-17, 52 charter schools in and near 

AISD

 In some cases, multiple campuses clustered 

in one location

 Charter organizations with the most 

campuses:
KIPP = 10

UT = 7

IDEA = 6

Harmony = 5

Wayside = 4



CHARTER SCHOOLS

 Most charters in the East, NE, and SE parts 

of AISD

 Number of charters has grown from 17 to 

52 since 2006-07

 Charter enrollment has grown from 3,093 to 

20,714 since 2006-07

 AISD enrollment has continued to see 

annual decreases since 2012-13

 Charters often retain students by adding 

grade levels each year 



CHARTER SCHOOLS

 4 charter schools rated IR, equaling AISD

 Charter schools must be open to general 

public, however:

 Some geared toward special needs 

students

 Some have particularly high 

percentages of either African American 

or White students

 Most have particularly high 

percentages of Hispanic and 

Economically Disadvantaged students



CENSUS

 The Decennial Census (DC) established in 

U.S. Constitution

 Last DC in 2010, next in 2020

 DC strives to reach every household in U.S. –

participation is mandatory

 Prior to 2010, DC came in long and short 

forms – but most received short form

 Starting in 2010, short form only – 6 questions 

for each person in household, plus 1 general 

housing question



CENSUS

 American Community Survey (ACS) started 

by Census Bureau in 2005

 What used to be long form, but even longer

 71 questions for each person in household, 

plus 32 general housing questions –

participation is mandatory

 People who do planning love it, but 

conservative politicians think it’s too invasive –

they want the Census to be only as it was 

originally intended (to count people for 

purposes of representation)



CENSUS

 ACS sent to about 3 million households each 

year nationwide

 Broader results are extrapolated, so some 

significant error rates possible 

 May see high variability in data from one year 

to next – best for analyzing trends over time

 Still, would you rather have data annually or 

every 10 years?



CENSUS

 ACS data available by many geographic areas, 

including school districts

 We’re looking at the population specifically within 

AISD boundaries – data for the City of Austin are 

different (more on that in a bit)

 ACS reflective of charter school data in terms of 

AISD’s “market loss” (i.e., not all school age 

population goes to AISD) 

 The math won’t come out exactly right –

enrollment data are actual, ACS data are 

estimates (and, we don’t have data on private 

schools, home schooling)



CENSUS

 But ACS reveals other factors related to 

AISD’s enrollment decline 

 The following indicators show that the “market” 

itself (i.e., number of kids) is in decline:

 Birth rate

 Population below age 5

 School age population

 Households with persons under 18

 Also, median home value and rent have 

increased significantly



CENSUS

 Comparing AISD with City of Austin (COA), 

many similarities, but some noticeable 

differences:

 COA has a bigger “market” (i.e., more 

kids) – population below age 5, school 

age population, households with 

persons under 18

 Median home values more expensive in 

AISD

 More people below poverty level in COA

 All of the urban core is within AISD


