
          
    

Brooke Art Transition Task Force Meeting | Reunión del Equipo Especial de 
la Transición del Arte Brooke 
Date | Fecha: Thursday, Sept. 17, 2020, 6-7 p.m. | Jueves, 17 de Septiembre de 2020, 
6-7 p.m. 

Agenda | Agenda: 
1. Welcome & Introductions | Bienvenida y Presentaciones 
2. Public Comment | Comentario Público 

a. Jessica Wilson: would like to see the art piece in the receptionist desk 
preserved. Long time east Austin residents Jane and Gilbert Rivera’s son 
helped bring the piece to the school. Love that Govalle and Linder are 
involved. Would love to see Zavala, Eastside and Martin in the 
conversation as well. 

b. Gloria Vera-Bedolla: left working for the district because her heart was 
broken when the school was closed. Doesn’t want to see any of the 
artwork or people’s passion wasted. This is Hispanic heritage month. The 
school was taken away even though they fought it. Art should be offered 
to the artist first and if they don’t want their art, it should go to the schools 
Jessica mentioned. 

c. Member Ms. Gatica: Spoke to the community who might not be able to 
participate. They want to see the art go to the neighborhood schools or 
Mexican History Center. 

3. Establish Agreements: Can We Agree to… | Establecer acuerdos: Podemos 
aceptar... 

a. Share the space (everyone speaks once before anyone speaks a second 
time) | Comparte el espacio (Todos hablan una vez antes de que alguien 
hable por segunda vez) 

b. Listen to all points of view | Escucha todos los puntos de vista 
c. Hear the experiences of others | Escucha las experiencias de los demás. 
d. Seek to understand, not just to be heard | Trata de entender, no solo 

trates de ser escuchado 
e. What is said here, stays here, what is learned here, leaves here | Lo que 

se dice aquí se queda aquí, lo que se aprende aquí, se va aquí 
f. Anything else? | ¿Algo más? 
g. Presume that everyone is coming from a good place, assume good 

intentions. 



i. S. Gaticas: Will there be transparency with the decision that is 
ultimately made and who makes it 

1. M. Segura: The recommendations of this committee are 
going to be my recommendations. I am the one who will 
approve the recommendations and I’m committed to seeing 
it through. Please let me know if you’re hearing something 
that concerns you, please come talk to me. There will be 
100% transparency. There is no reason this would go to a 
private collection like was brought up as a concern by one of 
the community members; this needs to be driven by the 
community. 

4. Review of Charge | Revisar los Responsabilidades 
a. Serena: What happens if a member can’t attend a meeting? Will decisions 

be made without them? 
i. M. Segura: The Task Force will not vote on recommendations if the 

artist or others who need to be there are not present. 
5. Nomination and election of co-chairs | Nominación y elección de copresidentes 

a. S. Gaticas offers to serve 
b. Serena offers to serve 
c. A. Valdez nominates M. Arriaga 

i. All in favor. S.Gaticas, Serena and M. Arriaga will serve as tri-chairs 
6. Discussion and recommendation regarding Tony Gonzalez 1987 mural | 

Discusión y recomendación sobre el mural de Tony Gonzalez 1987 
a. Serena: Several members of my family commented about the mural last 

meeting. My grandfather incorporated his family in the mural, brothers, 
sisters, my mom and aunt. My grandparents met at Brooke Elementary. 
My family would like to bring the mural back into the family’s possession. 
We’re concerned about the future of the neighborhood with gentrification 
and think keeping the mural in the family would prevent anything from 
happening to it in the future. My grandfather, Tony is recovering from 
cancer and he doesn’t want to miss the opportunity to speak about the 
placement of his artwork. 

b. S. Gatica: how would you move the mural? Is the district willing to pay to 
move it? 

i. M. Segura: There are funds set aside for the transition. The 
Gonzalez piece is on panels. Some of the others will be harder. 
This piece lends itself to this kind of move. I have pictures of what 



we’ve done with Sanchez art move to show the care we take. We 
need to figure out what it would look like to safely deliver it to the 
family’s home. I will send the photos to the Task Force. 

ii. A. Valdez: Can you also send the newsletter from the Sanchez 
modernization? 

1. M. Segura: yes 
iii. Tristan (former Brooke teacher): offers to go assess the condition of 

the pieces of the artworks. Condition should be irrelevant to 
placement because it is more of a historic piece unless it is going to 
be in a high traffic area. 

iv. M. Segura: I would like to commission a photographer to capture 
professional photos when we access the building to assess the 
condition of the pieces. 

v. Recommendation regarding the Tony Gonzales 1987 “Kinder 
Mural”: The district will cover the cost and arrange to transition the 
mural to the Gonzalez home. Task Force members will visit the 
school to assess the condition and capture photos of the piece and 
potentially repair and create a plan around the move. 

1. All in favor 
7. Assign research of remaining art pieces | Asignar investigación de las piezas de 

arte restantes 
a. Origins and connections to each of the art pieces are discussed. Members 

volunteer to connect with community members who would know more 
details about the history of the pieces. 

b. M. Arriaga: There were two Amado Peña prints in the original school office 
(later the PSS office). They were given to the principal (Graciella Morales) 
in 1988 or ‘89 by the PTA. Need to see if those pieces are still there when 
we do the campus visit. 

c. M.Rodriguez is a friend and can contact Ilyana Morales Sifuentes 
(daughter of former principal Morales) to learn the whereabouts of the 
pieces. 

8. Set date for next meeting | Establecer fecha para la próxima reunión 
a. Site Walk: Friday, September 25, 4 p.m. 
b. Tentative Task Force meeting: Thursday, Oct. 15, 6 p.m. Date will be 

determined after site visit. 



9. Adjourn | Cierre 
a. 7:40 p.m. 

In Attendance | En Assistencia: 
● Task Force Members: Stephanie Gatica, Alma Valdez, Raul Valdez, Selena, 

Margaret Arriaga, Socorro Carrasco, Paula Reyes, Melissa Rodriguez, Benito 
Faz-Banda 

● Non-Members: Matias Segura, Ali Ghilarducci, Tristan Holyoke, Jessica Wilson, 
Gloria Vera-Bedolla 


