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Keeping Austin Schools Safe

ELECTRONIC-CARD ACCESS:
A MOVE TO MANAGING
BUILDING ACCESS & SECURITY

s we move toward
completion of the
Austin School

District’s 2004 Bond
Program, all of our schools
and support facilities will
have electronic card access
to assist in managing
building entrance. To
maximize the effectiveness
of this security tool, the
following guidelines for
use are offered:

*  Post signs around the
exterior of your campus
that will adequately
direct visitors to the

main entrance. (Contact
the Service Center if
you need assistance with
signage.)

Keep all doors locked
except the main entry
doors, unless those doors
cannot be monitored. In
that event, keep them
locked as well, and
install an intercom.

Do not issue exterior
door keys to general
staff, volunteers, or
others.

Re-key any exterior door
lock when a key is lost.

Look-Alike Guns a Concern

In Florida last year, an
eighth-grade student
was killed by a police
officer after the
student pointed a gun
at him. The officer
thought he was being
threatened by a 9-mm
Beretta. After the shooting,

it was tragically discovered

that the “Beretta” was
actually a pellet gun that
was an exact replica of the
real handgun.

This same scenario has
played out in
Chicago, and, in
Arlington, Texas,
the police department
has encountered so
many look-alike “play”
guns, that it petitioned the
city council for a local
ordinance that would
impose a fine on anyone
who threatened a person
with a fake gun.
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*  Develop a schedule to
inspect all doors and
related hardware for
proper operation.

*  Develop protocols to deal
with those employees
who intentionally violate
security procedures.

*  Routinely test your
school’s door security
system and process
yourself. Tell students
and staff never to “do a
favor” for an unknown
person if asked.

Discussion Tips for Adults & Kids
about Look-Alike Guns

Replica guns are not harmless.

+  Pellet and BB guns have caused serious injuries.

*  Police have shot kids, mistaking replica guns for their real
counterparts.

Challenge parents to distinguish real from look-alike guns in

photos.

Show news reports of incidents involving look-alike guns

(age appropriate).

Explain how look-alike weapons disrupt school. They can:

*  Start rumors.

+  Cause false alarms to police.

*  Scare classmates.

*  Create bad reputation for school.

Clearly explain consequences:

»  Disciplinary action. |
* Law violations.




Chief Pat Fuller

Impact on Our Kids?

he question about violent

video games’ impact on
kids has been around for years.
Mortal Kombat was my first
introduction into the world of
blood-&-guts video gameplay.
My sons could not see how
they would survive if they did
not possess this game. But
survive they did, and without
the game. I’m sure they played
it somewhere, but at least they
gave me the courtesy of not
telling me about it.

Recently, I read of a study that
may earn me a little forgive-
ness from my now grown (with
kids of their own) children.

Chief’s
Corner

Do Violent Video Games Have a Negative

Researchers using functional
magnetic resonance imaging
(MRI) to study brain function
discovered what most parents
at least suspect about violent
video input. The study showed
that — when measured against
those who played a non-violent
game — those who played the
violent video game demon-
strated less activation in the
portions of the brain which are
involved in inhibition, concen-
tration, and self-control, and
more activation in the portion,
which is involved in emotional
arousal.

Community Works Together

to Fight Juvenile Gangs

By Sergeant Joe Rankin

he Joint Juvenile Gang Re-

sponse Unit (JJGRU) been
very active since the beginning
of this school year.

Investigators have responded
to more than 20 complaints of
gang activity throughout Travis
County. They have provided
20 “gang awareness” presenta-
tions to schools and other pub-
lic entities within the service
area, and have supported area
law enforcement agencies with
“on call” service where gang
activity has been suspected.

In keeping with the recommen-
dations of the Joint Steering
Committee on Gang Activity,

investigators also conducted
five home visits of suspected
gang members. Three cases
worked by the JJGRU resulted
in arrests.

Two reporting forms were
developed to assist in the
documentation of gang mem-
bers. One form is for school
administrators to use in parent
conferences where at-risk be-
havior is present, and the other
is to refer individuals — whose
conduct has met the state crite-
ria for being designated a gang
member — to the JJGRU.

For more information, contact
the Joint Juvenile Gang Re-
sponse Unit at 974-8610.

This is a clear indication that
violent video games have a
negative impact.

What does this mean to parents
(and grandparents)? Same

as always ... protection of
children is a 24/7 job. Best
advice? Stay informed about
those things impacting your
children’s life, and, above all,

Police Practices
& Legal Points:

Crime Stoppers
Tips; Search &
Seizure

hold your ground when you
know you are making the best
— if not popular — decisions
about their safety and well-be-
ing. Trust me, they will forgive
you ... someday!

Until next time, stay safe and
secure.

W. Patrick Fuller

Chief, AISD PD
e rane Xeter=
catch the Bad Guys
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ince 1995, the Campus Crimestoppers Program has

been part of the AISD crime prevention effort. The
program has been instrumental in reducing not only the
number of weapons brought onto District property, but as-
sisting police and school administrators in their efforts to
reduce criminal and disruptive activity on our campuses.

For the program to remain effective, constant vigilance
must be maintained on how the information gained is
utilized in the investigation of crime and Student Code of

Conduct violations.

Generally, information received from anonymous sourc-
es does not provide the degree of reasonable suspicion
for school administrators to search a student or their
property. The exception to this is information in reference
to a prearm, or other dangerous weapon, that poses an im-
mediate life-endangering threat to others. Otherwise, cor-
roborating information must exist, or be discovered through
investigation, that establishes reasonable suspicion.
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