
District Strategies, Programs And Operations

A quality Fine Arts program is based on clear and 

concise guidelines for what a student should know 

and be able to do in each Fine Arts Class. The Texas

Essential Knowledge and Skills are required to be taught

in all enrichment courses, including the Fine Arts, as

well as all foundation academic courses. One hundred

percent of elementary school students, 80 percent of

middle schoolers, and 68 percent of high schoolers

were enrolled in art or music classes in 2004-2005.

District Strategies, Programs And Operations

The District intends for students to learn about, 

understand, and respect the broad range of cultures,

languages, and beliefs that shape our world. Within 

the classroom, Civic Engagement is a strand of the

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills within the AISD

Social Studies curriculum. Students are required to

complete history and geography courses to gain knowl-

edge and understanding of various cultures and their

beliefs. The Recommended High School Program not

only requires 3.5 years of specific Social Studies cours-

es, but also two years of a language other than English.

These courses promote understanding of various cultures,

and respect for others and their beliefs. 

Outside the classroom, students experience activities

that teach and respect the broad range of cultures, 

languages, and beliefs that shape our community. Each

campus offers a wide range multicultural activities. To

appreciate our democracy, secondary students explore

the political process, and practice civic responsibility by

participating in voting and other political processes.

With and beyond classroom activities, secondary-level

students also undertake service-learning projects, 

perform community service, and participate in campus

and community activities, thereby enhancing their

understanding of others while allowing them to con-

tribute to society.

Arts

Students will use the visual and
performing arts for

Artistic Perception

To develop intellect, and

To understand underlying 
concepts of various art forms.

Creative Expression

As a tool for communication,

An outlet for self-expression, and

To take risks and share them-
selves/their passion with others.

Historical and Cultural Heritage

As a tool to understand people, 
their cultures, and their place 
in time

To develop confidence, and

To improve critical thinking.

Response and Evaluation

To improve based on self-
criticism

Student Progress

This policy was monitored 
by the Board of Trustees on 
November 14, 2005.

Students will

Recognize and respect the broad
range of cultures, languages, belief
structures, and economic differences
in our community.

Demonstrate civic responsibility:

Vote and participate in the 
political process;

Contribute positively to 
the community, including 
volunteering; and

Be good stewards of the 
environment.

Student Progress

This policy is scheduled 

to be monitored by the

Board of Trustees on 

November 28, 2005.
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All students will value democracy and be 
productive members of the community.

“We have had tremendous success with our four sons attending
AISD. Because of the great education they’ve received, they
have been able to attend great universities.”

Juan & Margo Portillo, Owners, Tramex Travel
Son, Michael Portillo, 16

“ My children are getting a terrific education.
AISD schools break the stereotype of poor 
public schools. The schools are great! My kids
are getting a great education with kids from 
all areas of the city.”

Rebecca Lightsey, Former Director, Safeplace
Daughters, Isabel Simpson, 13, and Felicia Simpson, 10

Civic Engagement

It is the philosophy of AISD’s Fine Arts Department 

to actively: 

1) Build musical literacy while respecting diverse 

methodologies/systems of all music teachers 

in AISD, 

2) Provide opportunities for the experience and 

development of critical thinking skills, critical 

judgment, creative processes, analysis and 

independence of self-expression, and 

3) Provide a diversity of musical experiences and 

musical literature from all cultures, genres, styles 

and periods.

Austin students may explore the performing and visual

arts through many specialized courses in Art, Band,

Choir, Orchestra, Theatre Arts, and Dance. Every 

student–at every grade level–has the opportunity 

to experience, learn, and grow through the arts.

R E S U LT S  P O L I C Y  4

Students will use the arts for self-expression, as 
a tool to understand others, and to increase their
knowledge of other cultures and history.
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